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MEDITERRANEAN AUDIOVISUAL & CINEMA SUMMIT
7-8 NOVEMBER 2026 - MATERA 


Saturday 7 November 2026 | Alvino Relais Mulino Contemporaneo

10:00-11:15 Panel Session (Italian/English/French with simultaneous translation)
INSIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS THE MEDITERRANEAN AUDIOVISUAL & CINEMA LANDSCAPE

SPEAKERS
Nada Mezni Hafaiedh — Producer/Founder, Leyth Production
Myriam Sassine — Producer, Sarmadi Cinema
Dana Suyyagh — Media Executive and Strategic Advisor, Jordan Media Institute’s Board of Directors 
Jumana Sharbin — General Manager, Olivewood Film Studios

MODERATED BY Mohamed Challouf — Filmmaker/Producer/Film Heritage Advocate

11:30-12:10 Film Commissions Showcase (Italian/English/French with simultaneous translation)
LOCATIONS, INCENTIVES & OPPORTUNITIES

SPEAKERS
Maurizio Gemma — Director, Campania Film Commission
Anton Giulio Grande — President, Calabria Film Commission
Margherita Romaniello — President, Lucana Film Commission

MODERATED BY Roberto Stabile — Director of the International Department, Cinecittà 

12:15-13:30 Panel Session (Italian/English/French with simultaneous translation)
SHAPING THE FUTURE OF CINEMA: NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND SKILLS

SPEAKERS
Gabriella Buontempo — President, Fondazione Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia
Ola Elshafey — President, Alexandria Mediterranean Film Festival
Karl Gedda — Manager, SmartESA
Nadim Messihi — General Manager, CREAITE STUDIOS
Abdessamad Moutei — Director, Institut Supérieur des Métiers de l’Audiovisuel et du Cinéma 

MODERATED BY Mervat Shafik Abou Oaf — Dean of the Faculty of Visual Arts and Creative Industries, ESLSCA French University
15:00-15:30 Welcome Addresses (Italian/English/French with simultaneous translation)
INSTITUTIONAL REMARKS  

SPEAKERS
Antonio Nicoletti — Mayor of Matera
Rita Orlando — Director General, Matera Basilicata 2019 Foundation
Massimo Osanna — Head of the Department for Cultural Activities, Italian Ministry of Culture
Giorgio Carlo Brugnoni — Director General, Directorate General for Cinema and Audiovisual/Deputy Chief of Cabinet, Italian Ministry of Culture 
Antonio Saccone — President, Cinecittà

15:40-17:00 Panel Session (Italian/English/French with simultaneous translation)
INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS AND STRATEGIC COLLABORATIONS

SPEAKERS
Bashar Abunuwar — Production Services Manager, Royal Film Commission – Jordan
Mohammed Reda Benjelloun — Director, Moroccan Cinematographic Center 
Giorgio Carlo Brugnoni — Director General, Directorate General for Cinema and Audiovisual/Deputy Chief of Cabinet, Italian Ministry of Culture
Chaker Chikhi — Director, National Centre for Cinema and Image 
Maya De Freige — President, Fondation Liban Cinéma
Riham El Ghazaly — Director of International Marketing, Egypt Film Commission

MODERATED BY Roberto Stabile — Director of the International Department, Cinecittà 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Sunday 8 November 2026 | Alvino Relais Mulino Contemporaneo

10:00-11:15 Panel Session (Italian/English/French with simultaneous translation)
HOW TO CO-PRODUCE ACROSS THE MEDITERRANEAN WITH EUROPE?

SPEAKERS
Mourad Ben Cheikh — Film Director
Badi Chouka — Production Manager, Propaganda Productions
Benedetto Habib — CEO, Indiana Production
Rachida Saadi — Producer/Founder, JANAPROD
Mohamed Zineddaine — Producer/Director, Ouarzazate Films

MODERATED BY Myriam Sassine — Producer, Sarmadi Cinema
 
11:30-13:30 Strategic Think Tank (closed-door roundtable – in English)
COLLECTIVE THOUGHTS 
15:00-17:00 Strategic Think Tank (closed-door roundtable – in English) 
FINAL CONCLUSIONS
 
18:00-18:30 | Press Conference (in Italian)
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT AND MEDIA BRIEFING
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